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New FRanNCE: WoMEN WiTHOUT WALLS

Tl Nomon oF “wostns mACE™ On *woMENs BOGL" FORILAR WITH NS~
teemith conewry comneneatons, waggeests a degree of nappro-
priste to the seventeenth century. I is troe that o a feemul, idoological level
mauwnldrd:—tmm‘lhnmhmnhwm
whach everywhere made it 2 wife's duty 10 follow her busband 10 whatever
dwelling place be chose. In 1650, the men of Montreal were advised by
Governor Mamonacuve that they were in Lt responsble for the mis-
demeanours of their wives snce “the law establisbes their domimon over
their wiven™ Under ordeney crcumtances the father was captam of the
haﬁbh:nnty.Y«.nbdurM‘-w-ukaMme
nom and domestx: be was noc abways exercied.

The idea of separsse male and fomale spheres lacked the chear defini
oon o later acquared. This is 0 part selated 10 the lack of commumication
] standandieanon characteritic of the amcien régmae - along sexual loes
or asy other. One generaluamon, however, apphies to all women of the
anchen rigome, They were not relegated to the private, domsestic sphere of
wmmumuummzmu
st yet bearned 10 separate pablic amd peivace life. As Phillipe Anies posnted
cut m bes clavx study, the pervaee hoene, in which paceses and chddren con-
stitute & dennct unit, is 2 relanvely recese development. In carly modeen
Europe mont of domestic ke was bved in the company of all soets of oee-
saders. Manar homes, where all the roomn interconnact with ase asother,
Bow the lack of emphanes on privacy. Here, & in pessant dwellings, there
were often no specialiaed rooes for soeping, caring, workieg, or recnving
visoes; all were more or less public activities performed with & throng of
servants, cldren, relasives, clencs, approntices, and clicees in amendance.
Mokeres comedus ilustrate the familianey of servanes with their masters.,
Masters, masds, and vakes depe in the same soom and servants dscussed
thet maveny’ lives quse opesdy.

Though familuar with their servanes, people were lew so wich their
cmmumdmmonlmnthnm&umdmmhy.k
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sole 10 the ruanmg of the Sunme. Womens political particgunon
trwosarnd by the large roke of evsersanng = politcsl Me, For ihe coug
pobe, womes were a8 well traned as mon, and thore sooms 8o have b
wigmas amached 8o the woman who parncpescd ssdependontly off]
bushand. Sox wormen, Mesdimes Dame, Ian, Latbmicre, de Repent
Mare, snd Se Semorn, along warth ux malke ofbicen, wese Chosen
lesendan 10 acoompanry ham o Montreal i 1781 Kueal wostsen
e 30 schect parnd madwives. Women wary b part of what
have callied vhe ~peemdustnal crowd. ™ Along with thor ssefoll, ¢
full Bederd members of the cdd “monal aconomy ™ whone membery

and ok what wan tradeonally thert eghifud haee tand o n '
prices wese 100 hgh or whn speculstons were hoaadng gran,
handrod woemen whio rated Sor bread in the hergry Qacbec winsee

Maarate thes aspent of the obd poley.

[ demvgragda: Adrasiapes
Domography Gavoerad the womn of New France in two ways

who were there were 4 Aghly sebect group of amenggranes. Second i
aralance m the carly yeass of the colony's dovelopment sl :
Dew tavone. Most of the femuale wransgrans 10 New France fall sto
cpoves. The fing wan a group of well cosnated and hghly dedi
pours figures. They bogan to arvive i 1639, and 2 srxckle of
cormaveed 30 cross the acran over dhe Course of dhe next omnary.
Svornt grove win the Aoy de roe, prverrenest-spuouwed fessale
who srrrved beswern 1685 and 1673, These snumigr s, though
wanding a e dvaes, wery aeverthokn privikped comg
average s ant 30 New France, who serived mce or low thenl
The vas mapsits Come trom le-de-Frasoe and the fw AN e |
France. whese women espoved fulier kogal nghts, were hetier aduis
more maoived i commerve than thow @ southern Fraoce, When!
fwt on colomial woel, the svengrare woeld firdd themmebves PO

SCANY POWORERY.
Ihe grest rebapons sevival of the seventoenth cenoury

Irame wieh wwrral cwcepoceally capable, wedl funded,
unhoed with an acteit appeeach so chanty and with rhat
suntuee of werrsal aedomr snd workdy sarver G tha et o
of that perod. The prases of Mane de Flnoatnanon, jeanse

Margwerie Rowngeoss have beon somg w0 ofem as 1o be el
though, @ usrtel vantage ot 5 gamod if 0ne Sucees themn i
por berotnes, bt smply s laders. b thn Capaory, the ”
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e h-teded moncy, peblory, shalls, and serfiers 20 the s ughng cokomy
M & incamation, a TN bauncwwoman froes kun.
sonmndn] e Unaloe Monasery a1t Quebey i 1639, Turnang un"r Wk ot
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g the v I, Them, gadslly shundening the fusle podcy, they
wrind 10w oducanon of the French colosmas. Marie de Mncamason devel
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the cobond shmevaraton. She abo vdped derw strmtion and moecy m the
oy by et over the Coune of thy seses sorme 12000 bemers, stany a0
whreerry 2ot Onoies.

An ovn e prodigious fend rascr in those uramenad srmes was
beanse Mescr, who had 2 remarkable knack for making fnesds in Segh
places, ey enabied ber 10 \lm ey andd 0*"“‘ b the WM
Freoch snbeeeret on the ndand of Morerral, and 10 ke 2 place besde
Manconmese 1 co fosnder of the sown. The bospwial she extabinhed these
wad the bgndary weakh of the de Belbon famdy - and the sevenoes of divee
Nowrran dentrn - bebind @ From this endowment she made the crucial
rat oo Goserner Massoonesve m 1651 thar secured vitally needed reogw
trom Feanr, thas saving Moreseal. Mance and her Monereal colicagw
Margsers Sourgeoys beth made wveral vevages 80 France 10 recrist
wiers. The were paeticulaely wacconbud in secenng the Semale wremagranes
W owary iearabbay & pormuancre codony.

Boudn coomrdanng %o dh codony s shoer physacal survival, Bhe s
s raimed @ livg sandard. They condactod the schaonds atsended by et
€ all e wd Sroem boh races. Other mums ceabloded Menpitah in cach of
™ theoe e, The 'l.w“ peosaded hwﬂ care o ok rch and
P, care ot Comspared Lavosradly with that of sender inemetions o
Frame. T the désotes played an impuortant rede i suppiying Maaderdhag,
S, pusty, recrus, and sooud services, They mas ﬂm hw‘md'
e halancr w0 0rd sarvwval i the 1650v, when resention of the ooy W
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bn e b run, they estaldiohed 22 odinc atsenal hereage, whah wus
'x-«'od and ol socad e bong after e ininal beross peety \M proam
o). Admurdly, woemen mever Wared men's acoess 80 the Jouse College., the
Masang whe™ S wrtiam and never plons. The shook dhat the Jﬂ:iﬂ
Snded &d wever, pevvemt 4 seuation sech as developed o France,
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Moatreakens had a schood for therr girks but nooe for their boss. The
was thas for 2 none Montreal women surpassed mem m bteracy, 4 reves

the uvaal ancam réeguee pattern. The wnuwally pood edaaton of wog
that Charfevoex extoliad in 1744 commued 10 be noted by sravellens B8

R vecomommi advantage, s well. Rardy dad these S Montreal women
g < her o maech shar bashands wodding prosene b « Pering a dorwry
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after the fall of New France. Late i the seventoenth century Ineracy l.'- more than demograph forces, the colonal onoey served 1o
rosgghly double the 14 per contt raie i the mother country. Marguerne B B < £ Porition of women. In eclaton 80 the vaned activities found iIn
proys’ congregatonal suns provided free schooleg i Lousbuerg, and ..;. regpeons of France, New France posaennd 2 perrstve oconomy, (cher
Momereal Dvanct, while the urban cboe pasd 10 send char daughters so i th o wbmvose rmmg, the kabstanes engaged n rwo maye wndo.(\ The
line schoody, The Urselines were tradtonally rather weak i scackng e 2e melatary acorvy, whach inciuded noc ooy acesal thong hor beald
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keepeg (which perhaps sccouses foe Swednh traveler Preser Kalen's famy h wl Mg the imperial foets and proviiceing the eroots. The
camganon of Canadan housewifiery), Nevertheless they specialingg Dgec ool actnary was the fue trade, Nightng :mlmu-hmsh.nvﬂl:;‘;tn'-
neodiewaork, an imporsant skill wece arickes of dothieg were 2 majos Ppelinoos and ot tunes remsoved them physically from the coboay. This
pood sought by the Induns. Morcover, the Unulnes tagght the daugl 'Up J opens up the full range of eppartaminies 10 womes, Masy ;Jmag
the chee the roquesste skalb for adesnmniering 2 house and a forvene = B el ves 30 lide in & madtary sociery. A few acrually foegghe, -n",“. made
whach many weee 00 exerose ! Svmg by prowvidng goods and services 10 the ever prosene armues, Sull

Aparr froen the suns, the famous falley du rov were women sont ¢ hers left mslitary actmary asade and conceneratad cn aovlun n.mun;( r
the French goversesent as brides i arder 1o boost the colonys per Bl -~ punswes that were oftes neghected by men. Foe many this \-‘::h

setthernent. Owver 300 arnved berween 1663 and 1675 1t Jess i Pl manapng the Lamaly farm as best 38 one coukd durng the uuhr"
than dhe dévates, they, 10, appeared 10 have armved wich moee thas M, when hoshands were away, Other women assumed direceson of
sverage unursgrant’s store of education and capetal, The mapority of o " Tl emecrprises, 3 neglocted acea in this sociery chat proferred mib
du rov (and for that matier, of seventeenth contury femmale immeg 8 DY oo 1o commeercial poses. Others acted 2 ur;d hene othor
erally) were wrban dwellers, 2 group than enpoyed betrer access o edacal e W0 Tur cradng huashands working far aficld. Sell odhers, havi p;:
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of sty that m France they were much sought shier for servace in the Sew France has boen o nvinceghy peesenead by the hissorsan Wills
of the wealthy. Six per cent were of noble or bourgooss ongin, The \ 3 45 3 mditary sockety. The argument i based on the facr that £
hroaght wich them a 50- 100 kyres dowry provaded by the King and in Epmon of s populabon was under arms, its BOVCTTIOT ‘;;jm
cases supplemenond tha with personal or tamdy funds ranging o iy character, 25 economy rebed heavady coo mbirary c\pﬂ\‘hw:
450 bewes. These two mujor ssmagrant groups, the filles dvw rod and . Tower, and & mibary ethos peevalded Jnum the chre. In
larly che nuss, sccoum foe the supernoe education and “cultivats men jomed theie menfolk in these marnal putvsts, l.‘\f e
travellens attribsond 10 the colony’s women Ty occasiomally saw them in direcy combat, i
I'he other demographs comuderataon, the moch grearor omgraies 1 ‘ ot Bamous of these seventooneh centuty aerridees was, of
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