


Chapter 9

THE UNION YEARS
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JAN NOEL

NTARIO WAS OFFICIALLY known as Canada West but sull
wanlly called Upper Canada during the Union periad, 1341-
l"‘l\‘i In those beief 26 years d”n‘ t'\'n}\'t\l from Infancy o young
adulthood. Serthad by Loyalists in the lare 18ch century, Upper Canada
was sl finding her feet when she wis united with peedomenantly French
Lowet Canada to foem the Unison of the two colonies in 1541, Both
colonies having recently rebelled in 1837, they were now kepe in leading
strings by the povernoe and his appointed councillors, known as the
Family Comgact. When the novelist Charles Dickens visated Toeonto at
the beginning of the Union, he saw thes tight rein as “rabid Toryism.”
Despite this inauspicious opening of the Union period, Upper Canada
was entering a time of gromth that wis muly remarkable. In the 18405 she
leamod to stand. politically, on her own two feet. The 18505 might be
described as a periad of troubled adolescence; in the 1860s the province When novellic Charies EXclers voi
. . Fororso i the | 5405 Ae saw o po
t was 10 emerge as an adult, It was a time of rapad growth, with Upper s
Canada'’s population tripling between 1841 and 1867, Independence (CJ Humber Collocoum)
woukl abo increase: although never severing vies with Montreal, the
repion would develop ber own business enterprises. The energetic young
province woukl prove a dnving force for economic expansson through
rabtways and, later, theough Confederation. Then too, in this union perod
the basic lines of Ontario’s character would appear. The province's urban
structure, key trnspoetation lines, the roles of the major religious denomi-
nations, the educational system, the social welface institutions, the dus-
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tnctive values, the systems of kocal and
provincisd government—all were inchoate ce
unclear ar the begnning of the periad, but, by
the time Omano entered Confederatson, all
those were firmly established,

The initial period of chose nurelage was
short. The Family Compact wis a spent force
by the mid-1840s. Around that time, 100,
England began withdrawing special trade
privileses, beginning i 1846 with repeal of thy
Corn Laws. The weanang from the Beitidh peo-
tection was so traumatic thae the merchants of
Moatreal, focling abandoned, sought annex-
atvon oy the Unined Stes. Canada West
showed lietle interest m the proposal. Why
annex when Amencan markets were alecady
avaalable? The bustling birtle sowms on Lake
Ontario’s Noeth Shore had already begun sen-

ding thewr grain and potash down 1o the Suees

by the Ene Canal, receving grocens and wane

in reeumn. Canada Wese's lowaley, stiffersed by

the alremate source of suﬁ‘l\. erwblod het o

tuemn her back on the Annexation Manifesso,
Less dependent now on the mother coun

) try, infant Ontano grew rapadiy. Population doubled in the singde decade

1 I 1841 Upgeer Camada became by of the 18405, growing from 480,000 to 952,000, This was the decade of

knowm @ Conads Wenr s ot sl the pathetic Insh Famine migration. Of over 100,000 who came to Botish

180, that the prowince wan taamacd ' 3 s 4™ r X : 2 X - ¥ X
Onaaro (NACINMC 26835 2. Mid Noeth Amenca in 1547, many found their way to the upper half of the

e
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nincsocnth ConanTy sy By thy province; the dreaded ryphus came along with them and ook 1es toll of
dhnnands were guararenad ar Uina the frightened populace, By mad-century people of Inh origin were the
e indhe $2. 1 e Rivey by »

ke dhe St Lanevence Rivey before Largest single ethnic group in the provinee; but in contrast to the situation

Acrg marsponied mo desumanons (n ; ~ .
Camads Wese Marvy were ik e 0 Doth Ireland and the United Staces, the majonny (abour two-thinds) of

encidw from famine . many Aundreds ed  Canenda Wests rsh were Protestant. Mose of the Insh, both Catholic and
from ophsn. Newspaper semies oovermg Progestant, within o Jecade or two would settle themselves as fanmers and

the SOtk anmsversary Cexemonies on . g
. Y - . g N
Comene Ile Snllod 1559 as she vep . DO i the landscape of a province in whach, in 1851, about two-thinds

“she groasest cabomity that ever hefell of the populace still puesued nunal cocupations
pvopde saslimg i Canadian sheees” In the 1540x, though, the province was still brawling and notsy. Some

fLaum i The Suandand, Monmes
Avesd I8 JOOWN ALK 06 )99)

of her priminve behaviour could be acrribured 1o fronoer condinons
Lunbering, which rivalled Sarmmg as the o mdistny, wis 2 hosstenous
ind odten drunkeen business. It emploved Linge numbers of men, away from
their womentolk, under dangeroas conditions ar the shanties and on the
nushing waters. In the carly 13405 the Frish Shiners battied with French
Camadian lumbenocks for jobs i the Ortama valley, carousing in the
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taverns and sending gangs of bulbies to terronze Bytomn. A cruel clamsste 3, 75 sone e onr dows i the 19

od unfeclmg views of how mch hardship the bbouring classes could contuery were hagy! Offien oalled “Quee
Lemen A “w '.‘.. Tull :..'_.. viE
stund o il woekers desnng trom doan untal desk, half-submerged n - Sy St

e of A ragn of thn Frosd menu b

iy waters, with guosds patrolling overhead 1o keep them quiet — small PR P N LGOS
Wi nn.i't rlur !}k g .i.'.tflk. ™ 'IL‘J .dh'u'f\lln l(\l some of € :.ll\.\l.o'\ x‘.c!l“*l g Bees vch Ot ol 3t C e
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ankes. In the back rownshups, tarm tamalies still rebad on their neighbours 5

VEY 2.1k contury Aurms ot

n e batr 19 contany INALA

to help out with Joggring bees and bam rasings. These, too, were often

"y ’4 C""\"_I- Ve IR Yo
drunken aftaars that ended i fighting W O Vo T R AT Y
Much of the roughhousing, however, speang not trom the Noeth MacMalan farme i Mawnlle, COng
3t he taern of A comtuery: 3. Mot o

Amencan froatier bue from ancient customs and nivalries the population : X '
had broughs from Europe. Young Onsano re-enacted many of them The .: ';‘-'\'.:..'A ' ; ‘ ‘,,,: .
ghosts of Heney VI and Jolin Knox, Wielstie and Wesley walked abroad  shnmoss Willion of Onange Thi

s religions sects camourad and clishod. The Methodist alliumce of Beitish /el cmmng the Boone River, no
Wesdeyans and Canaduins beoke apuat, and Free Kirk Preshyreruns spbin “'“‘;,(, "\\":\, ;“,\

tered off trom the Chuerch of Scorbnd. A ary of condemnmanon grectad Bnrrstes namye Indan wemen parading
Beshop Steachan’s attempe to establish the peovmcial univensaty ot Toronto % faiy 12w Pk ares [R5 (24
s 2 Church of England school In eomn, and especially en Toronto (“the #io g Siembars Collocsiony

Beltast of Canada ™), Omangemen re-enacted the Bastle of the Boyne, para

ding with King Bally asersde s white horse, muarchang with tebe ansd Jrum

through the Green Jetncts and hunging the heads of iy who obsectald

Hired bullics, muny of whom had keamad their ams of inomidaton in

pppressad Irebad, showad up o the open polling statiors and tned o win
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the clections by physically capturing the places and frigheening the opp
nents’ supposters away, Electonal battles, metaphor now, were reabiny th

Such excatements relieved the dull pace of daily le. In the 15405,
Canada West was only crawhing akong. People lumberad over dhasty nix
n ox-carts, kiboriously hauling everything 10 and from water’s edge. T
ot bogeed down in miad on the Weller stagocoach thae migh take fiv
days to reach Monereal from Toeonto, at a spead anywhere from theee |
nine mibes an bour. They steamboated along the lake at about the s
poce as people walked along the shoee. Around the bepinning of the Un
penad, Canada West still beloagad to a pre-induserial woeld that wouk
disappear karer in the century. There wis @ yet no great difference betw
the quact tomns and the countryside. The sun and not the clock reguda
the day and the year. Those were the days when, after the harvess was
neighbours woukl “stop of & moming™ and stay tll dusk. A man magh
spend a whole day walking to the nearest post office to muil a letter oo
fetch a “water witch™ who woukd we a hagel twig to discover shere 1o,
the new well. Wineer maschad on and on, 1o the monotonous thamp,
thump of the flails on the baen flooe oe the trampling out of the gram |
the hones” feet. Women in the remote districes mighe vear after year
retrace the sume path from home, 1o church, 1o generl stoee, 1o neigh.
bour's house; some gave thear fiest cowes, bore their chaldeen and beeathe
their List, all within the sumne four walls. Sitting around the open kitch
fireplace at night, these farm folk still dhavered when a wolf howlad, an
omen that one of the childiren would be snarched away, To keam whe
to wean the haby or sow the peas, they seill turmad to the almanac to x
what counsed the ancient stars would give.

Yet women in this period did expenence the beginnings of moder-
nization——or betrer of for worse, Beitish and American Ladylike sdeals
mvolvad withdeawing from fiebdwoek both women and children andd
gving the foemer group exclusive change of tending the bater. Such
notions, curment among the elite for half a century, appear to have tnck!
down 1o the middbe and Eeming classes during the union periad. The
stress on fernale service rather than peoduction woukd lead o boss of thy
skl and poser Jerived froen control over dairy and poulry and the mal
ing of such necessities as choth and clothing, soup and candles. These
mems wore now more often purchosed than made at home. The new eth
Jecroad that males were best suited to eamn the money thar besowal
purchasing poer. On the positive side, moee matermal nunurng cised
children's lives wirh mothers leamang from sermoens, advice books and
new “fanily” newspapers 1o teach children good conduct rther than o
beat it m. The new domestic adealism was not uneekaced 1o the face the
the magoriry of houses were no longer, after mad-century, kg cibens; a0
that methers had tore tine Sor the fine pomts as those who srviveld
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Beitish s the froater days passed

American school readens of yester-

year were packed sy in trunks

and replaced with the Irish Natooad

Reader adapecd for use here; and,

while many of the carbsest reachens

had been Amencan, after 1545

"Aliers™ were no knger Iicensad 1o

teach. By the 18505 mumy Citholic

puprh were goeng off o sopuestc

schools, which became well-otab-

b i that decade. Universitaes,

too, were opening their doces. In

Torceni, i 1543, a Makcal Collepe

and King's College (re-established as

the noesectarian Universaty of Toeongo in 1849) appeared. Ao opening,

m 1542, were Queen's at Kingston and Victona College at Cobourg. The

mmportanst cffort to “bend the twig” throwgh schooling owed omxch 10 the

remankable encepies of Egeron Ryerson. From a Loyalist family, be was

also 2 coctime Methodist cirouit eider, sometime opponent of Fammaly

Comgpact leader Jotin Steachan, and bagrime aditoe of the widely circs

Lited Chesstuan Gaamdian. As supermtendent of education feom 1844 to

1876, he workal recdesly o eabish the schooks, tean the aducatons and

Jevedop the cumculum. Ryerson had been appadied by the Rebellon of ‘

1837, sl 1t wam past of his phibosopdyy thar the schools mast 1each com- 1.V icamta Collepe sous onaded 38 1841 -

mon civic vithues to the young — one of the most important being bow e o0 b o e

1o live harmooioushy with others of ditcrent pobincal vicws. The systom S pemcgd. Thas vewe, 1544, dguns

would, after Confederation, serve as a model in provinces farther west. In Y owm Callpe wash i sall agelam

the meantise, it tramed Bundreds of thousands of Onearians in beeracy, PR GRS S NS CUNE S Ay

NACIKC 041045). 2. Thés King's

sense of Juty, and an aetachimens to Britam — at the same tame schools Collene Mapw at the et cvtroence 40 (e

erwourgod a degroe of 1oderance towind other cthaic groegs and religions, f:l‘"'-“' "‘:'-l"-’*‘ ““‘-ﬂ;’ wrp A

» quadity on which Canodins prde themselves to this day. ;m‘::ff" . ‘::.' .f‘r:: - p proa
The schools could noe belp reflecting, though, the values of the

domirant society lad by o very confident middle class. Prosperous and

growing, thot chss congratubaeed itself on its self<decipline, agriculture

and nchesry: Nacive people peovide perhuags the best example of a group

whio coukl not shade comdortably into the angabie desks and sty school-

rooms that sockety's “winners” were creanng. They, by comras, were

increasmngly om the mangns. Now vastly outnumbered by tmmigranas,

they no donger plved the imgortant malitary role of former days. Indsan

depurtment officials, misaonanes — and matially some native leaders

themrcives — tnourad adapeing 1o ths new stumion by sending childeen

away from home to govemnment funded, missonary-run resdensial
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schools combaning the theee Rs with teainieg in Gaomeng of o teade. Bt
raerves halked when the Bagt Comenesson of 1842 advooated scdocating
whiode hands from anceseral bnds 1o the soes of these schoods and further
eroding comumunad bndbodling systens by gning gradaaces of the residen-
tiad schools 20-acre mdnadual plots carved from seserve lind. Nagives 2o
boyooered an 1857 plan for enfrinchisement for those who could prove
themeelves educaed, debe-free and morally sound-—a sest (hissortan | R.
Maller poanted out ) masy non-nacive seetiers woukd scancely hine passad.

Farther nonth, natives respondad 10 mncreaseg whise
peesence with varying degrees of acceptamce aod resis
tance. The Hodson Bay Cree, delighred when massonas
ies mtroduced a system of Croe syllabics in 1542, made
creative we of the new writng to EBshion their own
“tracks 20 Heaven™ and Silled the woods wieh hymns of
peare in o sevivalintic eeligson drawing on boeh culunes
To the west, a naive theeat to attack an unouthoroed
mining devekgenent near Lake Superoe helpad por
wiade the povermment to create Qb reserves barge
enough 1o albow traditional bunting pextxe

Tor oot sctthers in the moee otabdinhod rogons, the
mid-century decades rought the "tamieg™ ¢ L P
Canada. There was a concerred anck on the drunken-
NS COMMBON o 4 eaw young Sonter, where bgaor sold
for twenry-tve cenes a bottle and people Jeank it not
only s coe of the few socrcanons avathaNe bt o » 2
stimulbant, the wary they drenk coffee today. So many
acoadents, fughes and Banily teagedies resdined thae b
o 10 be soen @ 0 morstrous sooul evil. Thowends of
poopie took the tecsonal pladpe. The tacrid Lond Elon,
N in response to publc senziment, curtasded the use of

hiqoor at povermmens hunguees. [n the 18405 most of
the conpbunse was oo voluntary abstinence to creme a sober workd. By the
18SON, although they had commectad the wont excesses, semperance people
o] sevatntiod and sskod for B, hoping they woukd be harder 1o
break than pladees. Eaghey thowand people petinonad for probsbiton o
1852, The povernment respvnded with more restrictove baias but noe
probebsein, The Sbbutartan movemsent, which decreed all praying and
o playeng on Sundis, kovesod o Birge that chiblron were occasonally
srvested for swimsemng o for plaving in the stroet. Sabbatacions abo
obpected 1o working oo Sendine this meant thae Lbourens got 2 badky
noadad holicdey and thae, oo sny 4 B, Sundiy s potasoes wore pocked
and Sundin's water deen on Seeundoy nidhye so thant no finger wosdd be
litrexd oo the Sabbath. The non-conformust Proeostant chweches 1o whch
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2 majoeity of Upper Canadians belonged, especially Methodists, Baptises
and Preshyterans, phiyed a large role in creating this moee sober climare.

There were other reforms as well. Institutions were created foe the
vty il the orploned. who formerly had boen pammed mto the local
jail. In the touns, the maddie chsses played an active part in promoting
soctal weltare instutions, just as they had endossad schooks and sobnieny
They were moved by some dificulr-to-determine maxture of self-riglteous
s, Sear of gromang crime, and genuine concern. The refomming activity
was probubly, on halance, positive. Society was physically sder as drunken
accdenits and brawlmg declined and the il and the sbandonad were senu
to varous institutions. The extremes of freadom—bur also those of mas
erv—uvre Jisappeaning

Oneario was 2 brighe, well-combead, wellsonsbbed child by the end of
the 1340 i the 18505 dhe moved into adodescence. These years were
roubdad and rempenimental, a time of demanding rights and quareelling
with ceher members of the Bamily at one moment and espousing decamy,

'  Miomea Mo 4 | 0N Toms namr
[ merdm

undergne sovnmann ((

Today & is a onrit wee ond o
| Humixr
Calcnon ) .’.k &Y from Soooand [R50

shonung that mecrest i Apiping the

“reodomn sochers” was gro oven aTom
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generous wdeals the next. The province
hoerowed 2 lot of money and spent it wikdly,
bushding canals abone the St Lawrence and
buving herself into the rudway age. The 18308
also tound her casting amorous eves at her
Amencan cousin as ealwans and the Reciprocity
Treaey greatly incresed Coming and going across
the border

)
&
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"™ - e

Adolescence 1s the seaon of idealism, and O sl
Ontanio glowed with it around med-century O rrqirial iy onre "f.Uhd‘ el .
: ; Bort 171 /AN JINTS /ey ranc 3/'?_“-‘4"‘.'

She ssded with the oppressed sbave and wept
her wary theough Unele Tom's Cahin. After the States passed the Fugitive
Shive Law, southwestern Oneano (as port of the Brinish Empire, in whach
Jvery was ilkezil) became a termirus for the Underground Ralway. |t
has beens estimared that as many as forty thousand blacks may have
arrived m Canada West by 1861, Few Canadians could sufhiciently
ranscend curmrent macial aetitudes to alkow deseeregatad schools, churches
o woekplaces, Clearly it was no utopea here, and the nmgority of blacks
woukd fined thesr way back across the boeder after the Cival Wae

Yet slaves secking freadom “under the Lion's paw”™ did escape thenr
chains and the tare of beng bought and sold. The fvourable compureson
gave Canaduins pride m their mombership in the Emperes and England's
wealth and maght reinfoecad the feeling. Is remurkasble factones peadicad
cheap fabrics and tron tools for use around the world, as well as the
engings to propel many a sheepy codony mto the modem age. In sheer
might, England’s empire nivalled that of ancient Rome, A young adinoe
froen Galt who visited the House of Commons aboot this time came amay

FUGITIVE SLAVES

IN CANADA.
THE ELGIN SETTLEMENT.

.-

THURSMY (RN NEIT. T T OTLCKL
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awestruck 1o have heard the likes of Palmerston and Peel and other

“wenthemen.. whose words, when they offictally voice the nation'’s resob
princes somctimes tremble and the strugeling mallsons take hope.™ In moe
progress, the Victorns fele they clearly sumpassad the

Romans, The cry for national seli<determanation wou
bater sour the colomaal experience, but in those dos 2
scemmad thae the Empire—frec of shwvery, bustling wal
mechans” nstitutes, sgriculiund and builbding s

eties, missionanes and travelling lecturers, cyclopadia
of the houschold ars and the self-nade men, and penre
chassics for the poor—wis an ilmmense foece for good.
Britanni marched with o mighty train of Blesings fo
the tlented and industrioass in the remotest comers
of the carth, It ts sl wonder that in Toronto they

I Mochamacs” Troanutey o Canals Wient
e e fororiomcrs of she paaddy Mivary
syvstem. P addboion o0 horwng o Boads,
ey offrred boores and il mevzings
rvemotoag soemns Buwledier . Rofagmon
and podnal sidpe i wore “cnefudly
embaded " 1C 1 Hymdey Cillonn)

& Agrcwnaral Sonvoes wyve bereg
Sormed o Canada Wose Fry dhe mad- 1934
contury . Thas ponter sl of cvemts of the
Aprwowinesl Showe speninacd In ohe
Endwocke Agnonkurnl Sacnrs m {ASS
Here howe ooa, and bl ooreints were
comabay1od an sl @ plosgghng and tewp
ol manches IMTRLMSASAL

bogan to celebrate Queen Victoria's barthday in 1599
and, six years bter, illuminated the city with a great blase of gasdght 10
oekebrane the fall of Sebastopol. Never, as historan | M.S, Carcless has
pointed out, had Ontario been mose Bratish than she was in the maddle
of the 19th century when many of her politicians were Barish-bom, and
those who sougha self-aovemment lookad o the Batish model of calbiwe
rule and the parliamentary system. Many of them saw Victonan liberaksg
with its maxed constitution and small peoperty voee requirement as clear
peeferable to unsestramed democracy. Govemmen, like bife, called for o
cartain Jeconam

The young provinee was idealistic in another, more troublesome wn
as well. In adodescence, one is particubardy receprive 1o religious faith
Ontaeio of the 1530 took ber relsgon very setiously. A mugonty of the
popukation wis atfilaecd with churches, iverwhelmingly with Protestan
ones (82% in 1851). The prevailmg rone was evangelical. People had
a very real and vivid sense of God's presence. Many of these ferven
Protestants were “voluntarsts™ who agreed that the sincenty of religions
conviction would auffer f the povemment paid clespymen as it did mine
ters of the Charches of England and Scothnd and several other denoms.
naatsons with its Clengy Reserves fund. Many adso felt denomimational
schools and charities should pay their omm way.

Many of these poople were also ann-Catholic. As they hookad abou
the globe, they believed they saw chear evidence thae the Protestam
countnies were throwing asde obd custons, modemizing their agncubtue
educanon and mdusery, while Cacholic countmes were bagging behind. Ths
saw Protestannsen and Cacholictsim as opposang prnciples. Wherever on
thourished the other muat recade, determining o people’s fate i this woed
and the next. Thae is the reason young Prosestant Oneno became extren
ly heated when sepuraee schouls tht the majoeity of her own populatos
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did noe wante were buile i Canada West becmse of the votes of Catholic

Canada Esst in the Assembly. The warm fmendship wath her French
Canadian sibling began 1o desolve. Now Canads West was on the offen-
sive, using the msping tones of the Clear Grit party which emerged in
1850, anack e C stholx Kparate schools, (.c‘.llnl_: tor an end to ruHx
funding of Catholic mstautions, demanding more votes to stop this
“French doenmanion.”

In these family fewds she tound a wondertul Godahad—a stngping
red-headed Scot named Geonge Beown., He always began his spoeches
with a bttle nervous stammenmg and stuttering. When he warmaed up,
ehough, he was tull of fiery edoguence. He was eminently respectable-
the editor of the most influential newspaper in Canada West, well
conmected with Toronto husenessien and cmmer of oilficks i the west
SN COUNDCs. ! lu_‘ was rel SUNES Tox ) fervent l"rn' Klli |'k~}"\h‘n m '\l*h'
evenihe a -.\E'.lln;? S uny hh Gk -;\: over 10 the teets eal case. He stoon]
ap for Canadias West and saad thae, since she had moee people, indeed she
should have maore votes, and he agreed with ber opposition to separate
chools, 100 Were Brown and the Canada West majority nghe” It was

Jditticult ton ».|-,:l' lln'-a. Jclnsz. .u).l ;vf:lul.ms ol lhc J.l'. ',.".‘ln.'r.‘”'.

woceeded in stalling on them. Upper Canada's claims were valid o one
comsaderad her adone, but not o one ook
responstbality for the whole Giemly—thae s,
the English and French halves of the Unaon
\oluntastsm and Canada West's preponderance
in the Asembly were unacceptable to French
Carada There, too, relipon was taken senous
v, 3l the ulramontane Catholicasm of the

! ¥y Al.'\ . |f|.‘-x,

very close connections betwoeen
J'um h Il’:l sLALC — e l\'l'. l').‘ opposate o

i 1
voluntarsam. Moseover, Lower Canada had

not, ar the outset of the Union, been gramad

representation by popudation, though posessing

moee people than the English half hads why should Upper Canada get it §.Gieompe Briomem was o sradpeng red
now that she had grown 1o be the bageer one? And vet... neither gronp he ded Scue il edne of W =P
anhad to be ;'c:ni ol around by the \‘d‘a‘. whose sdeas—and adeads—were th ‘: ”_‘ ,‘ : e .:‘ A |.T’.:l..' -
vastly difSerent Docazane of i podualaton wae, haadd
Thouzh he perhaps goaded Ontano a lietle 1o far on the French more vty m S Ascnily tham Camacl
question, Geonge Brown had his merits. He taught the young peovince ‘\ ;;”‘,’":,‘” : s % '
to think of her huture. The quarters were growing cramped, the Bt wild 00 o, w0 e L
res on the Brxe [\ilx!l\t...t “\'lﬁ,; scertied in the ]“;t‘\ Lo LN 'Ahl\[\‘ru! e FRSON, oo the petcuay i the By
swoet things into Ontanio’s car (andd broadcase them through his Globe)  Pomisds 11,2707 Harsher Collcnon)

hout fertide binds m the Northwest which coudd one &y be hers. He abo

reued persusaely azainst breakme up the Unbon a2 this might have the






watched Amencan growth “from across a river, as people waech o fair and
trodge homse supperles.”™ In the 18505, she went to the fair beaming with
peide, her wagon groaning with fag bags of golden wheat. The Crimean
War cut off Beitish supplies in castemn Europe and greanly increased the
demund for Ontario grasn. Millions of bushels of wheast and flour pourad
out from the lake tomns of Belleville, Port Hope, Whithy, Toecaso, Port
Crodu and Ouakville. The wealth spurred the growth of small centres the
wheat boom langely accoumted for the fact thae Ontano had 81 tomns in
1870 compared to 35 m 1850, In these places businesses prodhuced fiekd
and bowsehold implements, woollens and spectalty items foe the nenly
peosperous farm families. The famulies, likewise, began to diversify m oeder
to sell thelr raw wool, mear and daiey prodhacts to the towns. In addstion
tor its fertile soil, Canada West benefinted from the capital many immi-
erants browght with them. As carly as 1851 the English half of the
province had a greater farm income and was clearly surpassing the
French half in peocessing the products of farm and forest. Canada West

had 612 grist mills, of which 37 were steam driven; of Canada East’s 541,
ondy 8 were steam driven, Canada West had 1,567 sommuills, 154 steam
driven; Canada East 1,065, anly 4 of which were steam driven. Canada
West's 925 foundries contrasted with the ocher half's 197; Canada East
still led the way n canding and fulling mills.

The camings piled up. They financad the big town markets and town

halls that appeasrad in the 18505 Rummouss of eaibwanys drifted theough
lace curtains. Saddenly, back streets tumied meo busy strocts as town lots

Joubled and even quadnupled in prce. Ontano tumed up a trump: o was

discoverad in the southwestern counties in the late 18508 and demcks
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ALLEGIANCE: ThE ON

STOEY

Began to pamp. Besides caming a Jot of money, during the 1850 Ontario

ilso bormowed a lot from England. Her capital imgoets triplad over those of
the peevious decade

r.n!\ wae n -J S L Lan )l“\\l'\' WS X }.ct'-_'. 1w

.l;""l"‘l"'
her homespun for smgorted fmery, and was no longer content with o

tamidiar fellow trom the old country bike Georpe Brown (thaough the

tendship continuod ). She wirs head over heels m bove with the United
States of Amencan ind she was soetng 2 oood deal of this saspect suitoe

Ihe attar bozan ooe night in June 1554, when her sovernon, the
suave Loed Elban, 100k her doan 1o Wadh neton fora paaty. The cham
PR ‘l-nu..f ” g ras .n...z;:;;'.! wid Uneano was o "-,I T ng e

When she woke up in the moming, she and Amenca were going ¢

exch TN all s e |i'l|'l_." tarm ansd forest P Joucts, muneraks and fish
M POUATE, 1THCY W otk »)'llvj!-\lll‘.\in never thes "--*i‘t'l...il.-;
5\

) 1
.~'.1.'||~;:.* nd the St | nrene, and no wichdul coont ;l:iu..* T CuUsTom

fhioer was gomng to collect o penny or sy a word about it Uncle Elein,
sxod to explain, stammered thar cne coukdn't kock up 2 sorived Gl like
li‘ M, tin w3t was a chotce berween k "m_" . "'. Vg E‘:v_ POOCITY OF Casling?
ut the British Army to keop her quict. Besides thar, he and his home
aovernment bebevad in free trade, whach many then saw as the vital step
TOWATESs HIIVErSE o i Brotherhood
It s000 became chear thor Onitarso had cat her loe with 2 very fast

\ '.m-| |' the |‘;:~ r!,‘ s |!':-?’- s ON l_xu Cnvan VO et and Bt

Seooth macadamized highways replaced the old bumpy roads mired in



musd each spring and fall, Along them rode Mathodie preachers moom-  Lady Fllgn nemed dhe frese sad for iy

fornahle sockspringod bugeies, their lean dinys of rding the circut on Northorn Rodvay m Wesn
INACIPA 119064

hoesehck o fding memory. The buggies sped past sawmills with boands
spowing out of the new steam cutters. They spad on past wagons abandoned
by tanmives 'ul)."ul boen snx k \Mth d VTN, Jnm}‘(‘- mrﬂul |’v. the ";:u'.al
" “ i of hoad f\! t-rr" 3 l}‘a. hrss tman l’h"\ .‘I.Li CVOTr e Jlfu'kc.' ?-\
Ao PARCTIEs ey :ud FUPSS IMMOSSass ONVer T h |.H.i N k*_‘.A;‘h lIlK'\
Ton wait up Sor me Ma, gone 1o Samia to help build the Grand Tnnk."

There were pleney of jobs foe Onvtanio bads ind smmigrant cousans in
those s, Lady Elgin tumad the tirsg sod for the Noethern Raalway in
1851, By the summer of 1554 there were some 20,000 men a-butkding
Between 1554 and 1556, ar the height of the mashway boom, 1,000 meles

LA Kilomnetres ) of rrack were buid; by 1860 Canada’s Geand Trunk,

srceching from Monereal to Sarmaa, was the longest line i the workd
The Grear Wessem, inother east-west line, frightenad the chickens and
coms reseding between Niagaen and Windsoe Rands Jod north o
Beockville, Prescoet, Port Hope, Cobourg, Toroato, Hamalton, Gale, Poer
Dover and Pore Stnley and branch ines crisscrossed the provinge west of
Toronto. Peopde accustomed 1o the dead calm of a snowbound tarmbouse
kst thetr chaldren o CITNs \Ah«‘f\* 'h\' ham '{\3 (l.b-’l\'f never ceased l‘lL’
bctones appesrad i Hamalton and Toeonee to make steel eracks and
ports, and even in a Galm place ke Kingston the old foundry began to
i out Jocomotives

In tommy, evervthing seemed destgned 1o pluck the populace from s

1583
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O ko Aososer, sanch o thes ome fromn the
ACKN V0. N B way do modemn
worssery fck dwellings by the mud- 19
centuery o Camads Went. Marry sunne
fuday w roared coussry hma
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rural roots. Merchants who in carlier days had done maost of their selling
after harvest when the farmers came 1o town now catered 1o diverse
clientele who shopped the year round. The empey loe next door, where
the farmerns used to stand and chat, was now filled with a manadactory of
scewing machines—one of the many new specialty goods that could now
be senwe far and wide, cheaply, by rail. Factories (this to eccur even moee
murkedly after 1560) grew beger and workers became strangers to their
emplovers. Men who'd abways woeked with Diad and Bell and Cousin Anga
got new jobs in places where they knew no one, and the boss had no
quaalms about Laying them off when times were bad. Ol practices such as
the goose and cabbage banquet shared by Toronto Joumeymen Taroes an
their employers i 1852 a1 the St. Lawrence Hall ro celebeate their wage
setthemnent gaive way 1o intemmanonal unions that neg tiated with less cor-
draliey but moee clout. Anather reponse 10 uncondinl neighbours or eonploy
ers was smply to move on—easier 1o do as train tickets became ovarlable
at about one-thand the pesce of the old stage-coach rates. People moved
houses; artisans tramped 10 another town or across the boeder in search
of work with an akeming frequency. All was motion, speed and uprooe

Even when a workd-weary Ontano did ramp back 10 the family farm
to rest, she found the okl bomestead was not quite as she had left . Far
from the house, the okd wooden plow roeted in the fiehd, replaced by 4
strong steel one. Nearer the house, the charer of the mew Missey mowm
machine shartered the silence. The bouse, 100, wis transformed. Behind a
plump row of lilac bushes, two stones of beick stood on the spot where
Lovalise grandparenes had buile the original log cabin. The rall ofd ckock
they had brought across the Hudson River with them was still ticking in
the hall but it was tolling the end of the oxen-paced Bam tos] of the ages
And the Lt of those who had ridden across with the old chocks were
pomng down 1o their graves,

As Ontamo moved mneo thas new workd of high fimance where the
temptations were great, there were a few worries about her characrer. A
Moatreal Scot visiting Canada West an the beaghe of the boom decleed
thae “thousands are phanning and watching to make a lucky hit” and the
Govenmnor General, resporsible ministers, the whole legishanune and moch «
the population were all on their knees adoring the “railway idol.™ Premse
Hincks greatly encouraged rathway investment with his 1849 Guormneee
Act, but derslad his own reputation when he and the mavor of Toronto
wod insade information to speculate m Toromo rslway debentures in
what was known as “the £10,000 job™ And then there was the Grand
Trunk Ratbway, which by 15360 had swallowed well over fifty million
dollars, perhups 2 thisd of whach Game from public funds. [t showed marher
modest retums for a creature with such a voracions appetite, Binning the
cnies of Broam and his followers agains jobbery and corruption. And in
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retrospect (though Ontario certainly engoyed it at the time), it can be
seen that those ralroads put many an enthusiastic town into heavy debe.
Four lines penctrated the forests between Ortawa and Geongun Bay. They
haubed out the bosrds that busht Chicago and other Amenican touns, but
in those dirys before conservation measures were practised, they left
desolaee stump-filled regions behind.

There were other signs, too, thae this new sination was noe entirely
healthy. One moming m 1857, Ontario woke up with a giant headache
~ tired, depressed and broke. Her depression was beought on by the drop
m demand for her wheat as the Crimean War ended, was exacerbated
by poor growing seasors in 185658 and a Jull in ralwary construction.
Indead, the slowdown had begun as carly as 15855; with the pood lands
neary all seetded, fewer immigrants came. There were tales of heartbeeak
from setters who had hauled their wagons up along the govemment
colonization rood built in Muskoka in the 1850s to promote settlement
in the Shickd lands between the Ortamn River and Georgian Bay. Once
the topsoil had womn away, barven rock lay benearh. Woefully, Ontario
witched enterpeising farm Gamalies move to lowa and Michigan in search
of greener pasturess this gave greater influence to the more cautious and
conservative in the society that was left behind. Gradually faem famidics
adyusted o the fact that they could peovade oally encugh bnd to establish
the oldest son, that the others muse move away. Demand was so high that
in ome county on the fake Ontario frone, kaind prices quadrupled between
1540 and 1870, Ontanio surveyed cromded townshigs and barren ones
with a newfound sense of limitatsons.

Afrer a turbualent adolescence in the 18505, Ontanio emenged as a
more mature, scf-confident province in the 1860s. She set out to make
the best of what she had, no longer lured by the gokd and dazzle of the
southem neighbour who'd gotten into serious family trouble at home—
Crvil War in fact. Perhaps there was a belated approciation of the wise
okl peoverb, “Marry above your match and you get o master” In 1867
Ontario woukd form a pradent liaison with the other colonies of British
Noeth Amenca through Confederation. Since they were smaller and Jess
secure, it was & marriage in which Ontanio herself would prove the domi-
nant partner. More than one Loyalist — William Smith in the 17905
Johin Beverley Robinson in the 18205, Willliam Hamilton Memint in the
18505 « had foreseen a union of the colonies of Beitish Amenica. In the
18605 a grown-up Ontano was ready for sach a march.

Enter John A Macdonald, 19th century Canada's best known polin-
cin. [t was he who woukd bring the bride to the alear. John A, began his
carcer as an Ontano politscan. With his parents be magrated at the age of
five from Scothand. They settled at Kingston, in the heart of the old
Loyalist district. There he acquared a taste for English culture and read
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